The molecule of the title compound, C 9 H 6 Cl 2 N 2 O, displays an E conformation about the C N double bond. The Ncyanoimidate fragment is substantially planar [maximum deviation 0.010 (4) Å ] and perpendicular to the benzene ring [dihedral angle = 88.50 (14) ]. In the crystal packing, intermolecular ClÁ Á ÁCl interactions [3.490 (2) Å ] are observed.
Related literature
For the synthesis of substituted cyanoimidates, see : Huffman & Schaefer (1963) . For the crystal structures of compounds containing the N-cyanoimidate fragment, see: Zö llinger et al. (2006) ; Ponomareva et al. (1995); Jä ger et al. (1996) . For details of halogenÁ Á Áhalogen interactions, see : Desiraju & Parthasarathy (1989 
Comment
In the course of our studies aimed to prepare substituted cyanoimidates (Huffman & Schaefer, 1963) from the corresponding aromatic aldehyde by oxidation using 1-bromopyrrolidine-2,5-dione, the title compound was obtained in 84% yield, and its crystal structure is reported herein.
The molecule of the title compound ( et al., 1995) and tris(ethylenediamine)-nickel(II) bis[2-methyl-4-chlorophenoxy(cyanamido)acetate] (Jäger et al., 1996) . In the crystal structure, molecules are connected by intermolecular Cl···Cl interactions of 3.490 (2) Å (Desiraju & Parthasarathy, 1989) into one-dimensional chains running parallel to [101] .
Experimental
A mixture of 2,6-dichlorobenzaldehyde (1 mmol), H 2 NCN (3 equiv) and t-BuONa (3 equiv) in MeOH (8 ml) was stirred for 30 min at room temperature, then N-bromosuccinimide (NBS; 3 equiv) was added. After stirring for 12 h at 323 K, the mixture was purified by flash chromatography on silica gel with petroleum ether/ethyl acetate (100:1-25:1 v/v) as eluent to give the title compound in 84% yield. Colourless crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by slow evaporation of a petroleum ether/acetyl acetate solution (25:1 v/v) at room temperature.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å) and refined using a riding model, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (C) for methyl H atoms. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level.
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Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer R int = 0.016
Radiation source: fine-focus sealed tube θ max = 25.5º
Monochromator: graphite θ min = 2.5º 
